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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


HOMELESSNESS IS GROWING: 
THE GOVERNMENT 
MUST HOUSE PEOPLE 


Something rumbled under the porch 
of a Louisiana real estate dealer’s vacant 
house. Stunned, he watched a home¬ 
less man and his dog emerge. The two 
had been living under the porch. The 
shocked owner chose not to send the 
“trespasser” to jail. In¬ 
stead, he offered to move 
the man into the vacant 
house. In exchange, the 
homeless man, over¬ 
whelmed with the com¬ 
passion he was shown, 
eagerly agreed to move 
in and guard the own¬ 
er’s house. One human 
being helping another. 

Although most sto¬ 
ries don’t end this hap¬ 
pily — few of us have 
extra homes to give 
to the homeless — it 
says something about 
a new morality that is 
developing in America. 

Today, homeless¬ 
ness is so in-your-face 
that many of us can 
no longer ignore it. In 
city after city, human beings are living 
in cardboard boxes, in parks, behind 
stores, underneath porches, in aban¬ 
doned buildings, in cars and tent cities. 
Equally as appalling are the new statis¬ 
tics indicating the rise of a new stratum 
of homeless. The number of homeless 
children in some school districts is dou¬ 
bling. Whole families are seeking shelter. 
Yet shelters are turning people away for 
lack of space while government is giv¬ 
ing billions to the corporations! These 
are the conditions forcing more and 
more Americans to ideologically sepa¬ 
rate themselves from a system that fa¬ 
vors corporations while allowing human 
beings to roam the streets like animals. 

Something must be done or millions 


more destitute Americans will be living 
in the street. Such scenes could resemble 
primitive societies where humanity had 
to forage for survival. The difference is 
that early societies were organized coop¬ 
eratively. People had to work together to 


survive. Tools, food, shelter — all that 
people needed — were shared in com¬ 
mon. If one person eats, the whole com¬ 
munity eats. But, that was then, and now 
is now. The question now is how do we 
achieve a society where people’s needs 
are met and where human beings are not 
treated like animals? To solve the prob¬ 
lem, we first need to know its source. 

At the root of today’s crisis is that 
society is in the transition from an 
economy based on industrial produc¬ 
tion, with many workers, to one based 
on electronic production, with few 
workers. The corporations, in their 
drive for maximum profit, are forced 
to constantly introduce into production 
new labor replacing equipment such 


as robots and computers. The solution 
is a new society where the necessities 
of life are distributed to all based on 
need and where everyone contributes 
their talents and skills back to society. 

Americans are already expressing 
their deep-seated longing 
for such a society, though 
in a scattered, individual, 
and disconnected way. 
For example, a young 
woman in one city gives 
a homeless person sleep¬ 
ing outside her door, 
breakfast and a blanket. 
A homeless advocate 
moves squatters into 
foreclosed homes. Some 
sheriffs refuse to evict 
families who are being 
foreclosed on. Revo¬ 
lutionaries applaud all 
such actions. However, 
the problem of poverty 
and despair is so mam¬ 
moth today, it demands 
a collective resolution. 
Today, the government 
and the corporations 
function collectively, and so must we. 

Our first step is to unite our scattered 
efforts and build a powerful movement 
to force the government to nationalize 
the vacant or foreclosed housing in the 
interests of the people. In the fourth 
quarter of 2008, the U.S. government 
owned 130.8 million housing units, in¬ 
cluding 2.23 million empty homes. The 
government must stop turning these 
homes over to the real estate developers 
who use them for the purpose of making 
profits. The government must use those 
homes to house the growing millions 
who need homes. Building a move¬ 
ment along these lines is a step toward 
achieving a whole new society based on 
cooperation and human need, not profit. 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 
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COVER STORY 


BAIL OUT THE PEOPLE 


— NOT THE CORPORATIONS 


Over the past year, more than 2.2 
million homes have been lost to fore¬ 
closure, a record number. Some four 
million jobs have vanished, and jobs 
continue to be lost at the rate of about 
650,000 a month. One American in three 
has suffered a job loss or a pay cut in 
their household. Those once stably em¬ 
ployed are becoming destitute, and those 
who were already destitute are dying. 

The question on everyone’s lips is, 
what is our government doing to stop 
the ongoing economic catastrophe that 
threatens us all? What should it do? 
Where do the interests of the people lie? 

As this issue of the People’s Tribune 
goes to press, President Obama has 
signed an economic stimulus bill which, 
we’re told, will create or save a few mil¬ 
lion jobs and expand public assistance 
to the unemployed, among other things. 
The government is also pondering how 
best to bail out the banks, arguing that 
helping the banks will restart the flow of 
credit and help get the economy going 
again. And the administration announced 
a $75 billion foreclosure-prevention 
plan that it says could help up to nine 
million homeowners keep their homes. 

We should be on guard. We should 
ask ourselves, what actually needs to be 
achieved? The end result of the govern¬ 



The 

People’s 
Tribune 
Needs Your 
Donations! 


The People’s Tribune needs 
your financial help to go on be¬ 
ing a voice of the people. We need 
to raise an additional $1000 each 
month. The People’s Tribune 
brings the stories of those who 
are struggling to move forward in 
a world where corporate power is 
threatening to crush them. Along 
with those stories, we try to of¬ 
fer some strategic perspective to 
help put the struggle in context 
and point the way toward vic¬ 
tory. Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org. 

People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 



Atlanta City sanitation department is behind in pick ups of foreclosure leavings of the evicted homeowners be¬ 
cause the city employees, too, have been laid-off. 
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burst, and now that it has, the real 
economy is falling to its tme level. 

In the short term, what is needed is 
to nationalize large parts of the econo¬ 
my, such as the banking system, in the 
interest of the people, not the corpora¬ 
tions. We should be nationalizing the 
assets of the corporations—not their 
risks—and putting those assets to work 
in such a way as to guarantee every 
person has access to housing, health 
care and the other necessities of life. 

In the longer term, we are going to 
have to decide whether we’ll have a soci¬ 
ety that serves the majority of the people, 
or a society organized to serve only the 
wealthy few. Either the people are going 
to have to take the corporations over and 
mn them in society’s interest, or the pri¬ 
vately owned corporations will decide 
whether the rest of us live or die. This 
is the ultimate question we must answer. 
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ment’s intervention should be to guar¬ 
antee the necessities of life for anyone 
who is doing without them. If this isn’t 
happening, then we need to demand 
that the government do what is right. 

The underlying cause of the crisis is 
that more and more production is carried 
on with less and less labor, because of 
the introduction of labor-replacing tech¬ 
nology into the economy. This technol¬ 
ogy has wiped out jobs and driven down 
wages for those still working. Because 
people with low wages or no jobs buy 
less, the market for goods and services is 
being wiped out. As the market has been 


undermined, the economy was kept go¬ 
ing with debt - the massive extension of 
credit to workers and businesses. Credit 
was also used to fuel a huge orgy of 
speculation in stocks, bonds, credit de¬ 
fault swaps, mortgage-backed securities 
and all sorts of exotic financial instru¬ 
ments that really had no value. On a tem¬ 
porary basis, this speculation brought 
huge profits to the financial sector. 

This house of credit, debt and spec¬ 
ulation has been standing on a “real” 
economy that has been hollowed out 
by labor-replacing technology. Even¬ 
tually the debt-based bubble had to 


Reader donates $1000 to People’s Tribune Fund Drive 

Dear People’s Tribune, 

I had saved this money for a vacation to the beach, but it really 
needs to go to your “extra thousand” call in this month’s issue of the 
paper. We need the People’s Tribune. We will try to raise more. 

— Jim Fite 





























VISION AND THE FIGHT 
FOR A NEW WORLD 


This column is a place for revolutionaries to debate why a coopera¬ 
tive society is a practical solution to the problems people are fight¬ 
ing out. Send your article to info@peoplestribune.org or 
write: People’s Tribune, RO. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654. 


Imagine Not Having To Worry 
About Finding A Job 



Kids at the Arlington Life Shelter in Arlington, Texas. As unemployment 
grows, overflowing shelters are turning more people away. 


By Bob Lee 

Millions of people losing their jobs, 
millions of lives devastated. People los¬ 
ing everything, and ending up homeless. 
As someone put it, it’s a shock knowing 
that your talents and skills are dispens¬ 
able. We don’t truly realize how much 
work gives meaning to our lives in this 
kind of society until we don’t have it. 

The situation makes clear that we ab¬ 
solutely can, and must, have a society 
where we don’t have to worry about sell¬ 
ing ourselves in the labor market every 
day in order to eat. That new society is 
possible right now. We have the technol¬ 
ogy to produce everything we need. But 
private property is standing in the way. 

Think about the kind of society we 
have now. A relative few of us work for 
the government or for non-profit groups, 
but most of us work for private employ¬ 
ers, meaning for the handful of wealthy 
people who own the factories, the mines, 
the mills and the offices where things 
are produced. We have to sell our labor 
power — our ability to work — to these 
employers, these private owners of pro¬ 
ductive property. If they don’t want to 
buy it, for whatever reason, we don’t 
work, and if we don’t work we don’t eat. 
The owners of productive property only 
employ us when it’s profitable for them 
to do so. If a computer or robot can do 
the job, we get replaced. If the market 


for whatever a factory is making dries 
up, the factory shuts down. Under this 
system, employment is for someone’s 
private profit; we don’t put people to 
work just to satisfy our collective needs. 
If employing you doesn’t make a profit 
for someone, you get laid off. Today, 
given that robots and computers are 
replacing work permanently, there are 
not going to be jobs — in the old sense. 

But this technological revolution in 
the economy also makes possible — and 
not just possible, but necessary — a rev¬ 
olution in how our society is organized. 
We, the people, could own society’s 
productive property ourselves. We could 
produce whatever we needed, whenever 
we needed it. We could guarantee that 
everyone in our society had everything 
they needed to have a full, cultured life 
— food, clothing, housing, education, 
health care. Technology would no lon¬ 
ger be a threat to our ability to make a 
living; it would be a tool to give us more 
leisure time, more time to spend with 
our kids, more time to devote to tak¬ 
ing care of each other and to doing the 
things that really personally satisfy us. 
We wouldn’t have to go to jobs that we 
hate, just so we could eat. We wouldn’t 
have to struggle to make ends meet on 
wages that aren’t enough. We wouldn’t 
have to worry about being without health 
care. We wouldn’t have to fear becom¬ 
ing homeless, or live in poverty in dev¬ 


astated neighborhoods. We wouldn’t 
have to have work define our lives; we 
could focus on being happy. And isn’t 
that what life is supposed to be about? 

The only thing in our way is a ridicu¬ 
lous system where our society’s produc¬ 
tive property is in private hands. It may 
seem like a big job to change that, but 
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history has shown that a system that can’t 
meet the basic needs of the people can and 
will be changed. Together we can do it. 

Bob Lee is the editor of the People s 
Tribune. 


WHO’S CALLING THE SHOTS??? 


By Lenette Evans 

This is a serious news alert. All 
Americans need to stand up and 
fight. This happened to a dear rela¬ 
tive of mine in St. Joseph, Michi¬ 
gan, and believe me, this is hap¬ 
pening more and more everyday. 

As you may know, vaccines of 
all kinds are very controversial. One 
could argue for or against their ef¬ 
ficacy and safety at length, but the 
real question is, should anyone or 
their child be FORCED to receive 
a vaccination without their con¬ 
sent? Or threatened if they do not? 

I was interested in this from a phil¬ 
osophical standpoint only for quite 
awhile, until recently when my relative 
came under discipline from her em¬ 
ployer for refusing the influenza vac¬ 
cination. At this point, her punishment 


for this is that she will NOT receive a 
“merit” increase in wages this year, nor 
will she be allowed to apply for any oth¬ 
er positions in the system she works for. 

She has been written up and is 
“under discipline” — someone who 
has for over 30 years been considered 
an excellent employee, and honorably 
served her country in the US Air Force 
for four years in a similar capacity. 

As someone who has worked all her 
life in medicine, I can tell you that it is 
generally understood that no one has 
the right to foist any medical proce¬ 
dure on anyone else without their con¬ 
sent. That includes vaccinations! The 
right to refuse may be based on medi¬ 
cal, religious, or philosophical reasons. 

I encourage people to go to the 
website link below and share this with 
everyone you love and care about. 
www.americanchiropractic.net/im- 
munizations/Save%2 0Your%2 0 


Vaccination%o20Rights%o20home- 
lan d%2 0security %2 Oact.pdf; 

So, where do these directives come 
from? How do organizations become 
so “powerful” that they begin to under¬ 
mine the rights of citizens who work in 
them? The link above will I hope stimu 
late your curiosity and show what you 
can do about it, at least for starters. 

My relative’s experiences blew her 
away from its implications, up close 
and personal. This sort of thing only 
happens to “other” people, right? Well, 
guess again. It can happen to you. 

I have researched the information 
for years. Based upon what I’ve found 
out, I refused vaccination. If you are 
going to consent, please make sure you 
know all the facts, not just the ones the 
pharmaceutical cartel wants you to 
hear. Make an informed decision. Let¬ 
ting other people make our decisions 
for us has resulted in loss of our pre¬ 


cious freedoms, and we need to turn 
this around before we lose them all. 

So let’s let our representatives in 
our state capitals AND on Capitol Hill 
know how we feel, at least for starters. 
We are told, it is just a little shot, just a 
small thing. But really, it is a foot in the 
door for greater intrusions. Can’t hap¬ 
pen in the United States of America? 
Think again. We are all living in a day 
and age where our government and cor¬ 
porations are trying to control us. We 
need to stand up for our rights of free¬ 
dom and justice and what we believe in. 

Lenette Evans, 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
Email: 

Savingsoulsl@ 
yahoo.com 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS 

DEMAND POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 


BY Mike Rhodes 


The video of a Fresno police officer 
beating Glen Beaty, a homeless man, has 
been shown around the world. The im¬ 
age of the officer pounding Beaty in the 
face, over and over again, is now etched 
in our collective minds. The show of 
excessive force, seen in the video, has 
pushed the need for police accountabili¬ 
ty to the top of this city’s agenda —com¬ 
munity groups, the mayor, and the chief 
of police all agree that it is time to estab¬ 
lish an Independent Police Auditor (IPA). 

On February 13, a coalition of 20 
community groups came to Fresno 
City Hall, demanding police account¬ 
ability. Bill Simon, chairperson of the 
local chapter of the American Civil 
Liberties Union — Northern Cali¬ 
fornia stated the groups demands as: 

1. An immediate Pattern and Prac¬ 
tice Investigation of the Fresno Police 
Department by the Federal Depart¬ 
ment of Justice Civil Rights Division 

2. The City Council, with the support of 
the Fresno Police Officers Association, 
take immediate action to support Mayor 
Swearengin’s direction to the city manag¬ 
er and the Police Chief to establish an IPA 

3. The Mayor, City Council Members, 
Chief of Police, and President of the 


Fresno Police Officers Association set 
up and participate in a meeting or series 
of meetings so that community mem¬ 
bers can come and voice their concerns 

4. Culture and sensitivity training 
for the Fresno Police Department 

5. Full implementation of a Com¬ 
munity Based Policing Program 

Simon said “the immediate imple¬ 
mentation of all five of these actions is 
essential both for the protection of the 
members of the community and for the 
protection of those police officers who 
are dedicated to serving the public.” 

Fresno mayor Ashley Swearengin 
reasserted her support for an IPA. She 
said she has received a preliminary 
draft of the IPA plan, but is still “look¬ 
ing for input from the City Council, 
the City Attorney’s office, and from 
the community.” A recent poll con¬ 
ducted by KFSN eh 30 indicated that 
84% of Fresno residents want an IPA. 

Police Chief Jerry Dyer said that 
Internal Affairs was investigating the 
beating incident and that a report will 
be completed around March 1. Dyer 
said that the DA’s office would be con¬ 
ducting their own independent investi¬ 
gation, looking at all criminal aspects 
of this case. He said this investigation 
“will include the actions of the suspect 


IVAW FIGHTS BACK 


By Wendy Barranco 
and Marshall Blesofsky 

In December of 2008 the Los An¬ 
geles IVAW (Iraq Veterans Against the 
War) began a National Awareness Cam¬ 
paign geared at bringing attention to 
the suffering caused by the War in Iraq, 
both to our returning soldiers and to the 
Iraqi people. Using the upcoming Presi¬ 
dential Inauguration as a launching pad 
for its National Awareness Campaign, 
IVAW reached out to millions on this 
historic day with the airing of its mes¬ 
sage on national television on Inaugura¬ 
tion Day. The well-done 30 second spot 
was produced in L.A. by Iraq Veterans 
Against the War. Devon Read, former 
USMC infantry and Iraq veteran, for¬ 
mulated a campaign that consists of a 
commercial that was successfully aired 
during the president elect’s inaugura¬ 
tion on January 20th. IVAW raised thou¬ 
sands of dollars to air this commercial. 

Wendy Barranco, the president 
of the L.A. chapter, summarized the 
development of the organization: 

“Since January 2008, the members of 
Iraq Veterans Against the War have held 


a series of meetings around the country 
where they have formulated a strategic 
campaign to bring the Iraq war to an 
end. IVAW members studied successful 
mass movements in order to determine 
the most effective strategy to bring the 
troops home now. We determined that 
IVAW has a unique role to play. Without 
the support of the military, the Repub¬ 
licans and Democrats will be unable to 
continue this war. By weakening sup¬ 
port for this war from within the mili¬ 
tary, IVAW will also deprive many other 
sectors of their central justification for 
continuing the war. The President, poli¬ 
ticians, and media pundits continually 
suggest that they defer to the military 
on decisions about the war. We will ex¬ 
pose the opposition to the war within 
the military and undermine the “We 
must support the troops” argument. We 
are the troops, we know that there is no 
military solution in Iraq and we know 
that the policies of our government are 
hurting the troops, destroying the mili¬ 
tary and violating the Iraqi people.” 



in determining whether or not those rise 
to the level of criminal activity.” No 
mention was made of any investiga¬ 
tion into the actions of the police of¬ 
ficer, who has not yet been identified. 

Attorney Rick Berman, according 
to a February 13 article in The Fresno 
Bee, says he has been asked to represent 
Beaty. The Bee quoted Berman as say¬ 
ing that it is “ludicrous” that the police 
would pursue criminal charges “against 
the guy they beat up.” In the article, 
Berman was also quoted as saying that 
the officers involved “did not follow ac¬ 
cepted or proper procedures” and that 
“they brutalized a mentally disturbed old 
man who was just sitting under a tree.” 

Beaty is now in the Fresno County 
Jail, charged with “deterring an officer 
by threat/violence,” which is a felony. 
In other words: the victim of this beat¬ 
ing, Glen Beaty, is being charged with a 
no bail felony and nobody (at least as of 
February 22, when this article was writ¬ 
ten) has demanded that the police offi¬ 
cer who attacked Beaty be prosecuted. 

Rev. Floyd D. Harris organized a 
group of volunteers with video cameras 
to go into the community on the Sat¬ 
urday following the attack on Beaty to 
film what happens when people come 
into contact with the police. The proj¬ 
ect is called Copwatch and Harris is a 
founding member of that organization. 


IVAW HAS A STRATEGY 
TO END THE WAR 

IVAW is leading a renewed anti-war 
movement that will directly confront 
our government’s ability to continue 
the Iraq War, using direct action, educa¬ 
tion, and media. The main objective of 
our strategy is to mobilize the military 
community to withdraw its support for 
the war and occupation in Iraq. We have 
a three-pronged campaign to bring our 
brothers and sisters home from Iraq now: 

1. IVAW is organizing on and around 
military bases to bring this war to an end. 

2. IVAW is supporting members 
of the military who resist this war. 

3. IVAW is spreading the truth about 
recruiting and military service. 

Responding to the deteriorating mil¬ 
itary situation in Afghanistan and the 
promise by President Obama to shift 
troops from Iraq to Afghanistan, IVAW 
members recently voted for the immedi¬ 
ate withdrawal of all occupying forces 


from both Iraq and Afghanistan. Our 
globalized capitalistic, profit-driven 
economy survives on military world 
domination by the ruling class of this 
country. These veterans have had the 
first hand experience being the pawns 
and suffering grave consequences of 
these policies to secure oil and politi¬ 
cal domination for a small class of bil¬ 
lionaires. IVAW members have been 
educated to bravely carry out complex 
missions in a very disciplined manner 
and now they are using those skills to 
spread the word to millions of people. 

To see the IVAW commer¬ 
cial go to http://www.youtube. 
com/watch?v=UWKX Jml JpTM 

Wendy Barranco is president of 
the IVAW LA Chapter She joined the 
military at 17 and trained as a combat 
medic. She deployed to Iraq from Octo¬ 
ber 2005 until July 2006, and worked 
as a combat medic and anesthesia 
technician. Marshall Blesofsky is an 
educator, physician assistant, and pro¬ 
ducer of Peopless Tribune Television. 
He is involved in movements for peace 
and for free and universal heath care. 
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VOICES FROM THE “RUST BELT” 


The once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the midwest — now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger of 
the future for all of America if people do not act. For this reason, the People’s Tribune devotes monthly pages to 
the crisis in the Rust Belt. Send your story to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


The Struggle For Water In Detroit 
An Interview With Marian Kramer 


By Jesu Estrada 

Jesu: Marion, please give our read¬ 
ers background on the Detroit water 
struggle. 

Marian Kramer: People came into 
the office during the late nineties with 
problems with utilities like lights and 
gas. We found out some of them had 
their water shut off. If they are the head 
of the household, not having water lays 
the foundation for having children taken 
away. So a family’s water was off, but 
parents were keeping it a secret. We 
found out that between 2001-2, some 
40,700 people were without water. 

We held direct action campaigns 
against the Detroit Water and Sewage 
Department (DWSD) and finally devel¬ 
oped a water affordability plan so no 
one would have to pay more than $40 
and so there would be no water shut 
offs. We struggled and finally got the 
Detroit City Council to pass the Water 
Affordability Plan and to make it a pro¬ 
gram of the DWSD. We had to expose 



Water struggle in Highland Park, Michigan. 


and call out certain sectors of the Detroit 
City Council who were not supporting 
the program. We exposed that the water 
department was being privatized. 

In 2006 we found out that the num¬ 
ber of homes without water had gone 
up to 45,000. Victor Mercado, the head 
of the DWSD, claimed in 2006 that the 
Water Affordability Plan could be im¬ 
plemented by July of 2006. They never 
implemented the program. 

They finally implemented a program 
in September of 2007 but they changed 


the name to the Detroit 
Residents Water Assis¬ 
tance Program — which 
is our program — but they 
had gutted it. The program 
would only service 1,100 
people. Our plan would 
help 45,000 or more. Our 
program laid the founda¬ 
tion for no more shut offs. 

Today, we have a huge 
utility committee to in¬ 
sure that the original wa¬ 
ter affordability plan goes 
through. This time we are 
going to the legislative 
branch. Now we are getting petitions 
and going through the process to get the 
program on the ballot. We are going to 
blanket Detroit so they understand the 
plan and come out to vote. 

In Detroit we have four new people 
on the City Council. One campaigned 
on the water issue, but ended up switch¬ 
ing to the administrative side as soon as 
he was elected. There is outrage about 
who these city council members repre¬ 
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sent. They are tied to the corporations. 
Even the corporations are not paying 
their water bills. The working class suf¬ 
fers daily from not having water. Water 
is a human right; it should not be shut 
off. People should pay according to their 
income and the infrastructure should be 
upgraded to create more jobs. 

Jesu: What can our readers do to 
help your cause? 

Marian: The U.S. Social Forum 
has chosen Detroit for its 2010 event. 
It would be good if people around the 
country get on with us so that we can 
discuss water rights on a national level. 
Also, send letters to our Gov. J. Gra- 
nholm for a moratorium on water shut¬ 
offs in the state of Michigan. Pressure 
should also be put on President Obama. 
Call Michigan Welfare Rights at (313) 
964-0618 or (313) 964-2500 or visit the 
website at http://www.mwro.org/. 

Marian Kramer is co-chair of the 
National Welfare Rights Union 


Water Struggle Mounts Petition Campaign 


By Ann Rail 

People in Detroit are concerned 
about their water system in two ways. 
First, the City of Detroit is slowly work¬ 
ing to privatize Detroit’s beautiful water 
and sewerage system, which serves over 
four million people in SE Michigan and 
is one of the largest systems in the U.S. 
Over the past decade, city employees 
in the DWSD (Detroit Water and Sew¬ 
erage Department) have found that the 
work they do to operate and maintain 
the system has been subcontracted to 
private firms that offer lower wages and 
fewer benefits and tend to hire people 
from outside the city. 

City Council is now considering 
selling a portion of the sewerage sys¬ 
tem (called the “Macomb Interceptor”) 
to one of Detroit’s wealthy suburban 
neighbors, a move which would further 
encourage the loss of control of and 
employment in the water and sewerage 
system for Detroiters. On January 28, 
the organization, Call ‘em Out! held a 
large rally in opposition to the sale of 
the Macomb Interceptor. At that rally, a 


number of individuals and representa¬ 
tives of a variety of organizations spoke 
out against the proposed sale, including 
the President of the DWSD workers’ 
union, DWSD employees, and members 
of Michigan Welfare Rights Organiza¬ 
tion. 

Another problem Detroiters are fac¬ 
ing is the ever-increasing rates being 
charged for water and sewerage servic¬ 
es. Every year, thousands of residents 
are subjected to the pain and humilia¬ 
tion of having the water in their homes 
shut off. Michigan Welfare Rights has 
been working for years to get the city to 
implement a Water Affordability Plan, 
in which residents bills would be limit¬ 
ed to a small percentage of their income, 
and the city would create a fund to help 
people pay their back bills. Although 
Detroit City Council approved a version 
of the Water Affordability Plan in 2006, 
the Water and Sewerage Department has 
refused to implement it. In order to re¬ 
quire the DWSD to act in the best inter¬ 
ests of low-income Detroiters, MWRO 
is planning a petition campaign to place 
an initiative on the November ballot. 
This initiative would require the city to 


implement the Water Affordability Plan 
so that low-income, elderly, and dis¬ 
abled residents of Detroit will no longer 
be faced with huge water and sewerage 
bills that they can’t 
possibly pay. 

The petition 
campaign will kick 
off with a rally 
on March 7, and 
will continue for 
90 days. MWRO 
volunteers plan to 
collect 10,000 sig¬ 
natures by focus¬ 
ing on block clubs, 
unions, churches, 
and large commu¬ 
nity events. MWRO 
is also working with 
the Sierra Club to 
create a film festi¬ 
val that will travel 
around the city to 
encourage people to 
learn about the struggle for clean and af¬ 
fordable water and to get involved in the 
petition campaign. 

If all goes well, MWRO will submit 


its petitions to the Detroit Department 
of Elections in early June, and the bal¬ 
lot initiative calling for affordable water 
in the city will be placed on the ballot 


for the general election on November 3, 
2009. MWRO will spend the summer 
and fall educating voters on the impor¬ 
tance of voting “YES” on the initiative. 



Ann Rail speaks with community people at the kick off of 
the water petition campaign in Detroit. 
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Autoworker Sheds Light 
On Industry Situation 


The Peoples Tribune interviewed 
General Baker, a nationally and interna¬ 
tionally known labor leader who spent 
forty years as an auto worker. He was 
fired many times for activities related 
to his leadership of wildcat strikes. He 
is currently retired and lives in Detroit, 
Michigan. 

People’s Tribune: What are the 
central modifications to the recently re¬ 
opened UAW/Ford agreement? 

General Baker: The central modifi¬ 
cations are that every wage increase and 
cost of living benefit has been rescind¬ 
ed. The critical question for retirees was 
VEBA, the Voluntary Employment Ben¬ 
efit Association agreement, where the 
union takes over the health care costs 
for retirees. Starting in January, 2010, 
one-half of the company’s contributions 
will be in the form of stock rather than 
in cash. This is a real drawback because 
the stock could be worthless at any time. 
It was interesting to see that the UAW 
chose Ford Motor Company to set the 
pattern for the agreements at Chrysler 
and GM. 

PT: What’s your take on what is hap¬ 
pening with the auto industry today? 

GB: Reports on the world auto in¬ 
dustry indicate that the annual world¬ 
wide auto sales (of about 70 million cars 
and trucks) will decline by 15-20% over 
the next 3-5 years. They calculate that 
roughly three automakers would have 
to go out of business or 50 auto plants 
would have to shut down worldwide. 


So it is a devastating outlook. So far, 
the announcements of layoffs and plant 
closings and reduction of autos for the 
U.S. side has been about two million. 
There’s been about two million in Japan 
and one million in Europe. So there’s 
still another 5 million that has to be re¬ 


duced in order to produce ten million 
less cars globally. Chrysler and GM say 
that it will be 2012 or 2013 before there 
will be any bounce back. It looks like we 
have a long road ahead. The situation is 
fluid. GM’s auditors just announced that 
if sales don’t pick up, it may not be pos¬ 
sible for them to continue as an ongoing 


concern. If the company goes into bank¬ 
ruptcy, it means a massive shut down of 
a substantial part of the manufacturing 
industry. Workers would lose health¬ 
care, pensions, and jobs. 

PT: What are workers in the indus¬ 


trial rust belt saying about the times? 

GB: Industrial workers so far are 
scared to death. They don’t know which 
way to turn. They still rely on the lead¬ 
ers that they think can help them re¬ 
cover, and they have a lot hope that this 
thing will bounce back. All they know is 


the cyclical economic downturns where 
the industry gets hit, they get laid off, 
but they get back again. So it doesn’t re¬ 
ally slap them with the fact that some 
of these are permanently losses. So their 
response is still weak. They are still in a 
state of fright and shock at the rapid rate 
of the shutdowns we’re faced with. 

PT: Should the auto industry be na¬ 
tionalized? 

GB: The industry definitely needs 
to be nationalized. This is the only way 
to rationalize production and keep it 
at a sustainable level, and at the same 
time, help save the autoworkers’ long¬ 
term earned benefits. And, we need a 
national health care plan that could re¬ 
lieve all workers who are relying on the 
corporations to pay for their health care. 
Health care would be transferred to 
the government. This would eliminate 
some of the manufacturer’s costs. But 
that still leaves us with gaps with pen¬ 
sions which is another issue looming in 
the background. Will the current retirees 
still get their pensions? Will those who 
are working get pensions when they re¬ 
tire? The pension agreements for new 
autoworkers has already changed. They 
don’t have defined benefit pensions. 

Our only real hope is for the govern¬ 
ment to nationalize the industry in our 
interests. This is part of the fight for the 
control of the government for the peo¬ 
ple, instead of for the corporations. 



UAW autoworkers assembling cars. Before automation, huge industrial com¬ 
plexes like Ford River Rouge in Dearborn, Michigan once employed up to 
100,000 workers. 
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Kalamazoo: A Small Victory 

For People In The War Against The Poor 


By Mike Evans 

The following story is frustrating — 
but very common. Kalamazoo and cit¬ 
ies across the nation are systematically 
pushing poor and homeless people out 
of town and into jails. Normal behavior 
is criminalized and police search and 
falsely arrest people because of their so¬ 
cial class or skin color. But sometimes 
people and people’s organizations fight 
back. Sometimes people win! 

Christian and Cindy Ridderbos are 
a homeless couple living at the Gospel 
Mission in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Their 
total possessions are stuffed into a 1995 
Ford van in need of serious repairs. In 


order to keep the van and the posses¬ 
sions with them at the Gospel Mission, 
they must obtain and renew a monthly 
parking permit. Chris and Cindy were 
shocked to find their van missing from 
the Gospel Mission parking lot in late 
January. 

The picture became more clear when 
friends told them that police were ob¬ 
served searching the van on the evening 
it disappeared. Two days later, a letter 
arrived from the State of Michigan de¬ 
claring that their van had been declared, 
“abandoned” and that they were required 
to go to court to recover their property. 
They were further shocked to learn that 
the court filing fees were $105.00. 


Michigan People’s Action learned 
of the problem and assisted the Ridder¬ 
bos’s with their court case. On March 2, 
2009 a hearing was held in 8th District 
Court in Kalamazoo to determine if the 
van was indeed abandoned. Testimony 
at the hearing revealed that the City of 
Kalamazoo contracts with private tow¬ 
ing companies to remove vehicles la¬ 
beled abandoned by police. 

Chris and Cindy presented a valid 
parking permit in court and challenged 
the legality of the towing. The towing 
company demanded that it be paid $646 
in towing fees. The City Attorney in¬ 
sisted that the City was not responsible 
for the abandoned vehicle notice from 


the State of Michigan. (Under State law, 
only law enforcement agencies can ask 
the State to issue abandoned vehicle no¬ 
tices). 

After an hour of testimony and de¬ 
liberation, District Court Judge Pamela 
Lightvoet ordered the van to be immedi¬ 
ately returned to Chris and Cindy! 

How many poor people can afford 
$105 in court costs to recover their 
property stolen by the state? How many 
people belong to an organization that is 
willing to organize and fight back? 

Mike Evans is Lead Organizer of 
Michigan People s Action. 
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FISTS ON FIRE: 

POETRY FROM THE HEART OF THE REVOLUTION 


The Lie Called 'Budget Cuts' 

Ode to an unheard voice 
Of an elder who has no more SSI, 

A child with no mama under which to cry, 

A migrant worker being incarcerated while working 
Trying to keep her family alive, 

A person with no health care, 

Therapy or help, only waiting to die. 

These are the sounds of violence, 

Unheard screams and brutal acts of silence. 

The weapon is a lie called Budget Cuts. 

— Tiny Gray-Garcia, founder of Poor Magazine 



Bay Area Rappers BRWN BFLO 

Bay Area rappers BRWN BFLO took their name from the 1972 autobiogra¬ 
phy by Oscar Zeta Acosta, “Brown Buffalo” — a tale of an alienated Mexican- 
American lawyer in Oakland whose Chicano pride and sense of history are 
awakened. Except their barrio story is set to a HipHop beat. 

On stage, BRWN BFLO is fun and energetic but always political with the 
intellectual creativity of old-school rappers like Afrika Bambaataa. “They 
can’t kill us all and they can’t deport us,” rapped Big Dan, his long black hair 
flying about his face as he sang about coming up Chicano in the United States. 
BRWN BFLO honors both their Latino and Native American roots. 

Hip-hop, ethnicity and a dedication to political activism brought together the 
quartet of college-educated Californians who characterize BRWN BFLO as a 
storytellers keeping alive our long and common history of resistance. “We’re 
all on the hip-hop tip.” So using hip-hop was the logical choice as their medi¬ 
um to communicate with young people grappling with broken schools, broken 
homes and a broken system. 

Calling themselves “edu-tainers” and block educators, they try to stay close 
to their community roots and preach the gospel of violence prevention, cul¬ 
tural pride and La Raza resistance that students in dysfunctional schools learn 
piecemeal. BRWN BFLO uses HipHop, spoken word and poetry to awaken 
people to the positive need for community and the fight for a real future for 
everyone. — Steven Miller (The above includes information from an Oakland 
Tribune article by Angela Woodall.) 

Check out the high-caliber artistry evident in their music video “The Reap¬ 
pearance” available at youtube.com/brwnbflo. Also go to brwnbflo.com 


Nightfall: Poems to Ponder 
in War and Uncertainty 

When prisons become the fastest growth industry 
Our minds and hearts become the imprisoned 
When the past of blood and conquest is denied 
The land gives back this blood in torrents 
When war is the only imagination of the people 
The people’s imagination becomes an insurrection 
When we sacrifice lives, including our children’s 
Evil becomes as common as breathing 
When truth scares us to apathy 
Our only truths come from the most fantastic lies 
When enemies are whoever our leaders say they are 
We won’t know an enemy from a rainbow 
When power and wealth drives social policy 
All policies are subject to poetic death 
When my son asks, do I have to go to war? 

A father’s duty is to war against war first 
When people say peace is the absence of conflict 
They have no idea what they’re talking about 
When war forces us to die outside of ourselves, 

We have to learn to live from inside our bones. 

I see the lost youth of America 
finding their way 

with plenty to fight for, not just against. 

Thousands marching across the land, 
walking out of schools, putting up signs, 
and talking the ears off their friends. 

Rigorous, animated and brave 
instead of sad and silent down the hall¬ 
ways. 

The above poems are excerpts from a 
longer poem published in “My Nature is 
Hunger ” by Luis J. Rodriguez 



“look all around 
i see the brown and the black 
with a smile on their face 
and a child on their back 
trying to treat us like some rats 
or catch us in a trap 
forget that, 

we want cash and a signed contract 
we pay taxes 

though they pay us in pennies 
willie lynch trickle down theory 
feed the envy 
or so they thought 
but our roots run deeper” — from “Powerful ” by BR WN BFLO 


Poetry has always, worldwide and in all ages, 
given voice to the people's revolutionary striv¬ 
ings. We welcome poetry of resistance and social 
transformation, human and planetary liberation. 

Send poems to poetry@peoplestribune.org. 

More poety is on the web at 
www.peoplestribune.org/poetry. 
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INSIDE OF THE CYPHER 


F Street Protest. 


STOP THE F STREET CLOSURE LLC 

By Brandon Greene aka Prodash 

In October 2008, when the resi¬ 
dents in the historic Las Vegas Westside 
community discovered that two major 
streets (“D” & “F”) were scheduled for 
permanent closure without being prop¬ 
erly notified, a coalition called Stop the 
F Street Closure was formed. After re¬ 
ceiving voided responses from key city 
and state officials about the reason for 
the closures, the representing attorney, 

Matthew Callister, filed a lawsuit against 
the City of Las Vegas and National De¬ 
partment of Transportation (NDOT) on 
December 24,2008, claiming a gross vi¬ 
olation of their civil rights was commit¬ 
ted according to federal code Title IV. 

Frustrations rose even greater when 
the community discovered that Mayor 
Oscar Goodman had plans to build a 6 
billion dollar “new downtown” located 
less than 100 feet away from the clo¬ 
sures. A sense of segregation and redlin¬ 
ing began to emerge leaving a very bitter 
taste in the air. On February 23, 2009, 
the federal courts accepted the case 
claiming just cause on behalf of the res¬ 
idents. The date of the trial is pending. 

On Wednesday January 7, 2009, a 
protest march of 150 people stormed 
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city hall to attend the City of Las Ve¬ 
gas Redevelopment meeting expressing 
their opinions about the closing of “D” 
and “F” Street and how they have made 
various attempts to do so in the past 
but failed in the face of opposition. On 
April 18, 2009, a second protest march 
and sit in is planned for the Las Vegas 
Strip and the Las Vegas Convention 
Center during the Na¬ 
tional Association 
of Broad- A 

castors 


(NAB) convention. Na¬ 
tional organizations, civil 
rights attorneys, activists, 
and unions will join forces 
with the coalition in this 
fight for justice and equality. 

Since 1939, this historic 
community known as the 
Westside has fought for 
its rights to have access to 
public and private health, 
safety and governmental 
services and facilities. In the 1950s, res¬ 
idents petitioned the City of Las Vegas 
to install a sewer system, build decent 
homes, remove the cable wires from 
the dirt roads, and give access to pub¬ 
lic accommodations but were denied. 
Two years later, the mayor, C.D. Baker, 
agreed to the demands only if they al¬ 
lowed him to build the free¬ 
way through the 
neighborhood. 
I n 
1968, 
the 


A Day in the Life 
of the West Coast 

By HHC 


February 2009 was historical 
for Hip Hop Congress (HHC). 

Fresh off of two successful na¬ 
tional events, HHC presented 
“A Day in the Life of HHC West 
Coast.” The aim was to coordinate 
and broadcast Hip Hop cultural and 
political activity in four states, two Cap¬ 
itols, and twenty-four hours. Focusing 
on the Oscar Grant protests in Sacra¬ 
mento, California, a Northwest Hip Hop 
caravan featuring M-l and OneBeLo 
through Washington and Oregon, and 
the “Stop the F Street Closure” struggle 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, HHC communi¬ 
cated in real time via blogs, email, text 
message and social networking sites 
to spotlight the power and practical 
application of Hip Hop in community 
organizing and movement work. The 
project demonstrated to the world the 
strength and on-the-ground reach of 
the organization’s rapid response net¬ 
work, as well as the importance of cul¬ 
tural organizing in the new movement. 

HHC was active in the Oscar Grant 
rally which took place at the California 
Capitol Building in Sacramento. The 
rally was organized as a five-bus cara¬ 
van and included an extensive list of Hip 
Hop artists, promoters, activists, student 
organizers, and others from around the 
region. “I asked, ‘What can HHC do to 


cypher is where em¬ 
cee’s bust rhymes, b-boys do 
their thing, it’s 360’s of knowledge, 
wisdom and understanding. Hip Hop Con¬ 
gress (HHC) has partnered 
with the People’s Tribune to 
connect Hip Hop and other cul¬ 
tural movements to the practi¬ 
cal struggles engaged all over 
the U.S. For more information on 
how you can get involved, please 
visit www.hiphopcongress.com. 

The mission of HHC is to pro¬ 
vide the tools, resources and 
opportunities for the Hip Hop 


generation to make an impact in their local, 
regional, national or online community. 

— Shamako Noble , 
hei P Page Editor ,. tles 

t h e a Cen- 

cause tral Dis- 

without rein¬ 
venting the wheel? 

The response I got was to 
help spread information to the streets, 
in the hood, at the colleges, and to 
youth through art and events,” said 
DLabrie who coordinated the HHC 
network from the California region, 

“This is our strong point. We are plan¬ 
ning a series of music compilations to 
inform the community about the Oscar 
Grant murder and speak out against 
Police Brutality through the voices 
of artists from all over the world.” 

North, Ml of the Hip Hop duo dead 
prez, along with Midwest artist One Be 
Lo met community members and Unite 
for Youth Coalition members at the Um- 
ojafest P.E.A.C.E. Center (UPC), which 
is being developed as the first communi¬ 
ty-owned Hip Hop youth center in Seat- 


trict. They 
were given a tour 
and a chance to dialogue 
about root causes of youth violence 
and the misallocation of resources 
for youth service spending in the city. 
“It’s good to see a center by us for us 
right in the hood,” said OneBeLo. “It 
shows solidarity amongst many in¬ 
dividuals and organizations, I want 
to take this energy back home and 
on the road.” The caravan that in¬ 
cluded artists, community media 
makers, and students, then traveled 
to Evergreen State College for a 
lecture and Q&A. M-l announced 
his new position as national spokes¬ 
person for HHC saying, “I want to 
help build a social tool we can use 
as a weapon to defend our people’s 
rights.” From there, it was to Port- 


city and Nevada Public Highway closed 
seven streets to build the 1-15 freeway, 
walling off the area from downtown 
Fremont Street. The residents rose up 
and marched to city hall in protest of the 
closing, which was led by Ethel Pearson. 
The next day, the city agreed to open 
“D” and “F” Street only. In October 
2008, the community discovered that 
the city was permanently closing “D” 
and “F” once again without notification. 
In addition to the lawsuit, the coalition 
requested that the federal government 
research the reason why this historic 
black neighborhood is so grossly under¬ 
developed, and has been for 41 years. 
The closing of “F” Street means that 
the community no longer has through 
access to the commercial agencies. 

The Stop the F Street Closure is op¬ 
posed to the closing of the two major 
streets, the attempt to redline and seg¬ 
regate the community from the soon to 
be “new downtown” without consider¬ 
ing the safety and health concerns of 
the residents in that area, and the lack 
of redevelopment in the community for 
41 years For more information, please 
contact: Brandon Greene, 702-606- 
3068, agreenemansdream@gmail. 

com, www.westlv.org 


land for a show and a communi¬ 
ty HHC meeting before return¬ 
ing to Seattle in the morning. 

The process of manag¬ 
ing the real-time updates was 
headed by HHC’s Brandon 
“Pro-Dash” Green, who is ac¬ 
tive in the Stop the F Street 
Closure Coalition in Las Vegas. 
“They are creating walls be¬ 
tween the hood and the new proj¬ 
ect which will attract tourists but 
keep us Vegas natives out,” stated 
Pro-Dash. “We feel it’s important 
for the Wes Las Vegas community 
and oppressed communities across the 
globe to stand up and be heard for eco¬ 
nomic and social justice,” he stated. 

“We believe that the youth have ques¬ 
tions that we need to answer, that artists 
have struggles and deserve our support, 
and that the community can resolve its 
own problems better than today’s poli¬ 
ticians and law enforcement officials 
acknowledge,” said HHC president 
Shamako Noble, “It is time to stop talk¬ 
ing and start doing.” For full article and 
more information visit www.hiphop- 
congress.com. 



UPC in Seattle. 
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Women Are Key To Social Change 



Sandusky, Ohio — People wait for job interviews. 
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From the editors 


International Women ’ s 
Day, 2009, finds our country 
at a critical juncture. Cor¬ 
porations we once thought 
to be the foundation of the 
country are bankrupt. Banks 
that yesterday were telling 
the government to stay out of 
their business are today beg¬ 
ging for loans or gifts. Mil¬ 
lions of houses sit vacant and 
foreclosed while more people 
are homeless. Everything we 
thought was stable is vanish¬ 
ing. One basic fact of our so¬ 
ciety — the increasing oppres¬ 
sion of women — remains. 


As businesses fail and ro¬ 
bots take the place of workers, 
a new class of dispossessed is 
forming with women at its 
very heart. Women are the 
numerical majority in society 
and the majority in this new 
class. Since this class lacks 
ties to the system or to prop¬ 
erty they alone have the possi¬ 
bility of building a new world 
from the ashes of the old. 

Today, one-third of all 
families maintained by 
women live below the pov¬ 
erty level. Families headed 
by women of color are dis¬ 
proportionately poor. To this 
deplorable situation we can 


add the growing number of 
women and their families who 
are newly poor, and who are 
visiting food banks and home¬ 
less shelters for the first time. 

Consequently, women’s 
position makes them key to so¬ 
cial change. No one has to tell 
the mother living in the street 
that those abandoned usable 
apartments the government 
owns should instead house her 
family. No one has to tell her 
that society has a responsibili¬ 
ty to provide healthcare for all. 

Given the economic chang¬ 
es that are sweeping the coun¬ 
try, we can expect increased at¬ 
tempts to blame impoverished 
women for capitalism’s ills. 
For example, why a mother 
with six children wants more 
children may make a good 
human-interest story, but it 
has no point. The point is that 
the revolution in the economy 
— and new labor replacing 
technology of the robot and 
computer — is throwing more 
and more people out of the job 
market and into destitution. 
Instead of boring us about the 
most natural thing in evolu¬ 
tion, why not expose the cor¬ 
porations and the billionaires 
who are robbing the country 
blind? Why not attack the fact 
that billions are given to the 
corporations while millions 


of families go without health¬ 
care, housing and food? In¬ 
stead, we can already discern 
attempts to divide the poor. 
Those that “worked hard” 
are being pitted against those 
“who don’t want to work.” 

It is the capitalist system, 
based on the drive for maxi¬ 
mum profit, that creates des¬ 
titution. The only solution is 
to join with the already dis¬ 
possessed to get rid of this 
dying system. The conditions 
for change exist today. But, 
without women playing a 
conscious role, a revolution¬ 
ary movement for a new so¬ 
ciety cannot be consolidated. 

Now is the time for revolu¬ 
tionaries — women and men 
— to provide the indispens¬ 
able ingredient of change: 
new ideas! The “new” idea 
is to create a new social sys¬ 
tem based on this principle: to 
each according to their need, 
from each according to their 
individual talents and skills. 
As Jane Adams said, “The 
good we secure for ourselves 
is precarious and uncertain 
until it is secured for all of 
us and incorporated into our 
common life.” Herein lies 
the importance of a pow¬ 
erful women’s movement. 

It’s time to deliver a new 
society. 


International 
Women’s Day 

March 8, International 
Women’s Day, commemo¬ 
rates the struggle of wom¬ 
en garment makers in New 
York sweatshops in 1911. 
Trapped in a horrible fire 
behind locked doors, 146 
people perished, but the 
factory owners were acquit¬ 
ted of any wrongdoing. In 
memory of those workers, 
March 8 was designated as 
the day on which people all 
over the world remember the 
contributions women bring 
to the fight for social equality. 



Protesting an eviction in Detroit. 
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SPEAKERS 
FOR A NEW 
AMERICA 

Speakers on: The 
Struggle for Water; the 
Crisis in Auto; Health¬ 
care, Homelessness, 
and more. Speakers 
address government 
responsibility 
to the people, 
not corporations. 
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No End In 
Sight 

By Eric Sheptock 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 

People are always asking me 
about the mayor’s “housing 
first” plan known as Permanent 
Supportive Housing (PSH). 
They want to know when 
the Dept, of Human Services 
(DHS) will resume housing 
the homeless like they were 
doing right after the Franklin 
School Shelter closure. Well, 
the word is out and it’s not 
good. To grasp the full gravity 
of the situation, you must first 
understand what has transpired 
hereto now. 

D.C Mayor Adrian Fenty 
announced his housing plan for 
DC’s chronically homeless in 
April 2008. That plan included 
housing 400 homeless singles 


and 100 homeless families per 
year for 5 years and included 2 
more years to work out all the 
kinks. That would’ve meant 
that 2,000 homeless singles and 
500 families would be housed 
by 2014. This would’ve also 
met some requirements of the 
10 year plan to end homeless¬ 
ness. (The plan, adopted in De¬ 
cember, 2004, actually called 
for 2,500 units of Permanent 
Supportive Housing plus 3,500 
units of affordable housing. 
People have all but forgotten 
about the latter provision.) 

In order to justify the Frank¬ 
lin School Shelter closure and 
pacify the homeless commu¬ 
nity, the mayor needed to cre¬ 
ate at least 300 housing units 
for men - the number of beds 
Franklin had. As of Febru¬ 
ary 25th, 2009, 414 homeless 
singles and 1 family had been 
housed. 

In November, 2008, the 
DC Council cut the budgets 


of various departments. The 
homeless and their advocates 
came out in force to protest the 
massive cuts to the housing 
programs and managed to have 
some of the money put back. 
Even so, DC Government’s 
efforts to house the homeless 
have slowed. The economy has 
sunk further into despair. The 
money has not and will not 
be returned to the respective 
departments. And the homeless 
have been given a new ray of 
hopelessness. 

On February 25th, the D.C. 
government’s Inter-agency 
Council on Homelessness 
(ICH) broke the bad news to 
us. Those homeless singles 
who’ve not been assigned a 
caseworker already most likely 
will not be housed this year. 
Fortunately for homeless fami¬ 
lies, they are becoming the new 
focus of DHS. 

All of this brings two truths 
to mind. One is that, during an 


economic downturn, we need 
a social safety net. The other 
is that, social services are the 
first programs to be defunded. 
All in all, the homeless com¬ 
munity of our nation’s capital 
was just told that 2,700 home¬ 
less singles and almost 300 
families who’ve applied for 
housing won’t be housed this 
year. (D.C. has at least 6,044 
homeless people.) 

The silver lining (if there is 
any) is that President Obama’s 
stimulus package contains 
about $40 billion for the home¬ 
less and for affordable housing. 
I’m inclined to believe that 
those $40 billion amount to 
putting a band-aid on someone 
who is experiencing a “general 
crisis”. Nonetheless, we’ll take 
what we can get in the way of 
relief. 

This is a shortened version of a 
longer article. 
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Foreclosures: Enough Is Enough 


By Cliff Bailey 


Along with the explosion in foreclo¬ 
sures, an equally explosive movement 
is developing to keep people in their 
homes — no matter what. This burgeon¬ 
ing movement of desperate homeown¬ 
ers to stay put has caught the attention 
of grassroots organizations and of poli¬ 
ticians everywhere. 

One in almost every 500 hous¬ 
ing units is now in foreclosure. That’s 
close to a quarter million foreclosures in 
January alone. An increase of 18% over 
last year. That’s over three million new 
foreclosures just this year. That’s three 
million homeless families — homeless 
if they follow the rules of the capitalist 
class that got us in this mess in the first 
place 

It is no surprise that people are squat¬ 
ting or breaking into vacant houses. 
They need a place to live — any place. 
This is particularly true in Rust Belt cit¬ 
ies where the loss of manufacturing jobs 
has pushed people to the brink. 

An example of this is Sheriff Thom¬ 
as Dart, in Cook County, Illinois. Sher¬ 
iff Dart announced he would not evict 
innocent people from their homes any¬ 
more. He suspended foreclosure evic¬ 
tions in Cook County. Renters were 


Poor Power 

We poor not just statistics, 
our names they are not numbers. 

We are human beings to be specific, 
no longer will we be somebody’s plunder. 


So what if we don’t possess a roof? 

Does that mean we have no right to sleep? 
and when I travel it’s mostly on the hoof, 
trusting that God my soul will keep. 

How many “ologist” have done studies of us? 
Wondering why we must live on the streets. 

We understand the reasons for poverty, 
to keep us in bondage this can’t be beat. 

If people weren’t poor who’d work the bad jobs? 

The system makes money from people being homeless. 

We poor are not lazy, misbegotten slobs, 

it’s lack of information that keeps us all powerless. 

To extinguish poverty we must stand together. 

We can all use our voices to work as one. 

Acting with power through the stormiest weather, 
we will conquer injustice when this is done. 

We can fight to end this war on the poor, 
with dignity to make our lives more fair. 

Every person would have their own key to a door, 
a living wage, and universal health care. 

Building information to share with each other, 
without anyone working for us anymore. 

By standing strong with our sisters and brothers, 
we can challenge the powers that keep us all poor. 

— LoriAnne Tennison 


being evicted from their apartments be¬ 
cause the landlord had fallen behind on 
mortgage payments and their building 
went into foreclosure. 

In February, the group ACORN re¬ 
sponded to the plight of thousands by 
launching “Home Defenders”, which 
will help homeowners stay put in their 
foreclosed homes, or in some cases, will 
help them move back in. Bertha Lewis, 
ACORN’S chief organizer, said in an in¬ 
terview. “Politicians have helped banks, 
but they haven’t helped families in the 
way that it’s needed, and these families 
are now saying, enough is enough.” 

Representative Marcy Kaptur, Tole¬ 
do, Ohio said on the floor of the House 
“Stay in your homes.” “So I say to 
the American people, you be squatters 
in your own homes. Don’t you leave.” 
This in response to a mountain of letters, 
emails and phone calls from people who 
are about to be put out on the street. 

In Wayne County, Michigan, which 
includes Detroit, Sheriff Warren C. Ev¬ 
ans suspended all evictions until the fed¬ 
eral government implements a plan to 
help homeowners facing foreclosures. 
Evans said he’s reviewed federal laws 
and concluded that continuing weekly 
foreclosure sales conflicts with a re¬ 
cently enacted law (TARP) that protects 
homeowners. 

In Butler County, 
Ohio another hard hit 
Rust Belt city, Sher¬ 
iff Richard K. Jones 
ordered his deputies 
not to evict people 
who had no place else 
to go. “This is a cold 
place in the winter 



Sacramento Tent City Fills Up With The Newly Jobless And Homeless. Care- 
America hands out free supplies. The tent city is seeing an increase in popu¬ 
lation as the economy worsens and more people are becoming unemployed 
and their homes slip into foreclosure. 


and I will not give people a death sen¬ 
tence for not paying their debts,” Sheriff 
Jones said in an interview. 

With the help of neighbors and 
friends even individual homeowners 
are standing up to the banks and saying 
enough is enough. For instance, Myrna 
Millington, 73, who lives in Laurelton, 
Queens was foreclosed on in Septem¬ 
ber but refused to leave. “I may lose 
my home, but I’m only leaving in hand¬ 
cuffs,” Ms. Millington said. 

Stay in your home! Enough is 
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enough. If you are in or about to be in 
foreclosure, get help. Enlist the help of 
your neighbors. Contact your church 
and other local groups. They can help. 
Call your Representative. Don’t allow 
the fat cats to put you out on the street 
without a fight. Others are doing it. So 
can you. Add yours to the millions of 
voices clamoring for the government to 
provide housing. It is your right! 


The System is Broken 

The system of housing people in use since 
World War II is broken. Broken, possibly, 
beyond repair. Fewer qualify for a mortgage. 
Housing prices continue to fall, making it im¬ 
possible for those still working to stay in the 
house they thought was theirs. 

Was the house really theirs? Stop making 
payments and you will soon see who owns the 
house. The bank really owns the house. It is 
the property of financial capital. You are rent¬ 
ing it from them. Rent disguised as mortgage 
payments. 

What will replace this system? How will 
we house the millions who are homeless now 
and the millions more that will become home¬ 
less just this year? 

Bankers aren’t interested in housing. If 
they were, monthly mortgage payments would 
be reduced to affordable levels so people 
could stay in their homes. Instead they pursue 
a slash-and-burn policy of ruthless foreclo¬ 
sure. 


The government isn’t interested in hous¬ 
ing. If it were, foreclosures would have been 
stopped so people could stay in their homes. 
Instead billions were handed over to the 
banks. 

What does work is neighbors helping 
neighbors. One person can make a difference. 
Individually and collectively, with the help 
of local and national organizations, we can 
provide housing for all. Thru the U.S. Gov¬ 
ernment we the people already own over two 
million empty houses. It’s time, we claim what 
is already ours. The future is truly up to us. 

— Cliff Bailey 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


WHIRLPOOL —THE 
GENTRIFIER OF BENTON 
HARBOR 

By Dorothy Pinkney 


The Harbor Shores development 
provides an opportunity for the rest of 
the country to see how easy it is to steal 
land from the poor community of Ben¬ 
ton Harbor when there is no true leader¬ 
ship. 

David R. Whitwan, Chairman of the 
Harbor Shores Community Redevelop¬ 
ment, Chairman for Alliance For World- 
Class Communities, and former Chair¬ 
man of Whirlpool, said much of our 
effort will also focus on assuring that 
wealthy citizens are prepared to partici¬ 


DONATE TO 
PINKNEY VICTORY 

The Pinkney Defense is 
making an urgent appeal. 
Please join us in making a 
commitment to insure that 
the Pinkney’s home is not 
lost and that the Pinkneys 
are not left in dire financial 
straits because of the fight for 
justice in Benton Harbor. Your 
dollars will go for the basic 
survival of Rev. Pinkney (who 
was released from prison on 
a $10,000 appeal bond), and 
his legal defense. Send dona¬ 
tions to: 

BANCO 
940 UNION 

BENTON HARBOR, Ml 49022 


pate and benefit from this huge project. 

Harbor Shores will develop 530 
acres along the Paw Paw and St. Joseph 
River, land that belongs to the residents 
of Benton Harbor. The development 
will have 860 units of elegant condo¬ 
miniums; commercial retail property; 
a 27,000 square foot beach and golf 
lodge with a 60,000 square foot lodge 
with 140 rooms. There will be a Hotel/ 
Conference Center with 350 rooms, 
an indoor water park, a signature Jack 
Nicklaus golf course, plus a golf club 
structure. 

All of this is taking place in a commu¬ 
nity where 90% of the residents are liv¬ 
ing below the poverty level, where over 
70% are unemployed and where 94% of 
the residents are Black. Their will be no 
jobs available for the residents of Ben¬ 
ton Harbor. The project has been made 
possible because of the cooperation of 
Jeff Fettig and Whirlpool Corporation, 
Governor Granholm, Congressman 
Fred Upton, who is heir to Whirlpool, 
and many Michigan state agencies. 

All of these leaders continually assure 
the community that the focus of this huge 
project was just an economic develop¬ 
ment effort —a broad-based community 
gentrification project. Gentrification is a 
word that has become common place in 
Benton Harbor, Michigan. A common 
understanding of the word is where ur¬ 
ban areas are inhabited by minority pop¬ 
ulations until rich white people move in. 
Then, the original residents are unable 
to pay or keep up the tax costs and are 
forced out of their home and commu¬ 
nity. Gentrifiers are oblivious and igno¬ 
rant to the realities of people that inhabit 
the community. The original people are 
replaced because of an increase in prop¬ 
erty tax, removal of jobs and destruc¬ 
tion of a social community. 

The most potent weapon in the arse¬ 
nal of the oppressor — in order to main¬ 
tain hegemony over a people who out¬ 
numbers their adversary — is the mind 
of the oppressed. The oppressor and his 
institutions must eventually attempt to 
manipulate the thinking of the target 


group so that the oppressed accepts their 
oppression as their natural lot in life and 
views their oppressors not as their op¬ 
pressor, but as their benefactor, or at 
least as invincible. Our society deserves 
better. Our children deserve better. We 
must say enough is enough. 


QUOTES FROM BENTON 
HARBOR RESIDENTS: 


“Whirlpool,Harbor Shores Developers 
and U.S. Rep Fred Upton want to 
steal the property along Lake Michi¬ 
gan from the city of Benton harbor to 
develop a Jack Nicklaus signature golf 
course for the wealthy rich white. We 
must stop the Harbor Shores project.” 

— Sandra Parker 


“The work continues despite rejec¬ 
tion by the people. Defiance continues 
on the part of Whirlpool and Harbor 
Shores Community Redevelopment.” 

— Michael Thompson 


“What were Judge Butzbaugh and Judge 
Wiley thinking when both claimed 
Deuteronomy 28 was a threat on Judge 
Butzbaugh’s life? It is the most ridiculous 
decision any sane or insane person could 
have made. This is a outrage. This is 
the nature of judges in Berrien County.” 

— Khililah 


“Benton Harbor can be called the home¬ 
less capital of the world. Homelessness 
is the condition and social category of 
people who lack housing because they 
cannot find jobs and cannot afford or 
otherwise are unable to maintain regu¬ 
lar safe and adequate shelter. We have 
the worst elected officials in Benton 
Harbor than anywhere in the country.” 

— Joyce Harris 

“All Rev Pinkney has he has given 
to the people of Benton Harbor. He 
has sacrificed his home, his loving wife 
and his children for the people of Ben¬ 
ton Harbor. The people of Benton Har¬ 
bor have failed to fight for themselves. 
We must show Berrien county, the state 
of Michigan and the whole country. We 
are not cowards and will fight for our 
children.” 

— Rev D. Smith 



Rev. Edward and Dorothy Pinkney. 
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THIS IS YOUR PAPER! 

The People’s Tribune tells the 
truth about how the corporations 
in America are destroying the 
country. The People’s Tribune is 
a voice of the movement to end 
poverty and oppression. It offers 
a perspective on who the real 
enemy is and a vision of the so¬ 
ciety we could have if the people 
ran it. But, we need the financial 
help of our readers to continue 
being that voice. 

The People’s Tribune needs 
to raise an additional $1,000 per 
month. This shortfall is happen¬ 
ing at a time when more lead¬ 
ers are taking up the paper and 
when the paper has never been 
more necessary to the struggle. 

It is happening at a time when it 
is possible to make history! 

We are asking our readers to 
donate whatever they can — ev¬ 
ery dollar counts — and to solicit 
donations from others. Order 
bundles of papers @25 cents 
each to distribute. Send your 
stories. Email info@peoplestri- 
bune.org or call 800-691-6888. 
Send donations to PT, PO Box 
3524, Chicago, IL 60654. 
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